
IB Music 
Summer Work 2026 

The IB Music curriculum is based around students doing three things: researching music, composing 
music, and performing music, all of which rely on having a firm grasp of basic music theory concepts. I 
will be posting resources to murphyhsband.com/ibmusic throughout the summer; feel free to email me if 
you need additional help with anything - alexwhite@mcpss.com.  

Music Theory 
Students will be tested during the first week of school to assess each student’s music theory knowledge. 
The list below contains the fundamental concepts that the rest of the course is based around; if you know 
these concepts well, everything else is easy. Music theory lessons and practice exercises will be on the 
website linked above.  

1. Note reading - treble clef, bass clef, alto clef, tenor clef
2. Major scales, key signatures, and the circle of 5ths
3. Intervals
4. Rhythms

Research 
We will have a music journal where we discuss various songs, some that I provide and some I will ask you 
to provide. The course requires you to explore a wide-diversity of music, so look on the website for 
playlists to start exploring. In preparation for this, start actively listening to music this summer and trying 
to analyse the music on a deeper level. Things to think about when doing this could include: 

● What instruments do I hear? Are they all instruments that normally go together or is there an
outlier?

● What do the lyrics and title mean? Is it relevant to the actual music? An example could be sad lyrics
going with a slow tempo.

● Who composed and/or performed this? Is there anything relevant in their life story that informs
the music?

● What key is it in? Is it major or minor or something else? Are there any chords/harmonies that are
odd? Even if your ears are not yet developed enough to know for sure, you probably can tell if it
sounds “normal” or if something “weird” is happening.

● What is the song’s style? Does the tempo or rhythm influence the style?
● Literally anything else that sticks out to you; if you hear it and it is weird, super interesting, or

super boring, it is worth discussing.

http://murphyhsband.com/ibmusic
mailto:alexwhite@mcpss.com


In addition to active listening, I will ask for a few lists of songs and topics to get to know you all and what 
you like, so you can start thinking about these prompts: 

●​ 10 desert island songs - if you only could listen to 10 songs for the rest of your life, what would 
they be?  

●​ List any live music you have attended - if you have been to more than 10 concerts, list your top 10. 
I will also ask which ones were good/bad and why. 

●​ 5 songs Mr. White probably does not know but should. 
●​ Genres and/or styles - list a genre/style you really like and one common style that you are 

unfamiliar with its music.  
 

Compose 
We will compose and arrange a ton in this course. Some of the compositions can be written for your 
instrument, but the main focus is composing in a variety of styles, so try to think outside of just your 
instrument. I will help you with the specifics, just think about general ideas for now. Any time you have an 
idea of literally anything that inspires you, write it down or record it and we will discuss it during the first 
weeks. This could include: 

○​ Songs you want to emulate. 
○​ Styles you want to explore.  
○​ Audio recordings on your phone of a random melody or rhythm you liked.  
○​ Weird sounds or interesting chords you would like to use. 
○​ Literally anything, even tiny ideas may be a seed for a future composition.  

 
I would start downloading and experimenting with softwares needed in the course. There will be two 
main types used: music notation software where you write sheet music, and a digital audio workstation 
(DAW) where you record or find sounds and make a song. I would not get a paid version of anything until 
you experiment and find something you like; you also can get other apps besides the ones I list here: 

●​ Music notation software 
○​ Musescore - app - free but requires non-Chrome book 
○​ Noteflight - browser - free version that has limitations or a paid version 
○​ Flat.io - browser - free version that has limitations or a paid version 

●​ DAW  
○​ Garageband - required Macbook/iPad/iPhone (does not work well on iPad/iPhone, but can 

be used for smaller projects or to get started) 
○​ Audacity - free audio editing, no built-in sounds 
○​ Bandlab 
○​ Soundation free 
○​ Audiotool 

 

 

http://flat.io


Performing 

You have to perform several different pieces on your instrument, as well as explore performance 
techniques. Things to start working findings, learning, and thinking about include: 

● Find solos - you MUST perform various solos for your instrument, ranging from classical to pop
music; start finding and learning solos - if you learn something over the summer, we can record it
at the start of school and be done with it early.

● List performance techniques that you want to explore on your instrument (ex: vibrato on sax, arco
vs. pizz. on strings, etc.).




